

Authorizations, Alterations, & Repairs


Authorizations
Modifications to a property often require onsite record review and a site visit by an Environmental Health Specialist. This is known as an “Authorization Notice.” The purpose of the Authorization is to ensure that proposed changes wont have a negative impact on the existing onsite system.
Authorization to use an existing system is required when: (1) changing the use, (2) increasing the projected daily sewage flow, (3) reconnecting to, (4) or placing a system into service that’s older than 5 years. An Onsite Wastewater Systems Application with detailed information about the proposed modification and a site plan are required to apply for an Authorization. If it is determined that the existing septic system cannot accommodate the modification, there are times when alterations can be made to the system to allow the change. However, in any event, an Alteration permit is required.

Alterations
Voluntary alterations or expansions of existing onsite wastewater treatment systems require an Alteration permit. A Minor Alteration permit is required for changes made to the septic tank, effluent line, or distribution box. In contrast a Major Alteration permit is required for changes made to a drainfield, sand filter, or treatment unit. Alteration permits are applied for in the same manner as construction and installation permits. A complete Onsite Wastewater Systems Application and site plan are required.


Repairs
Inevitably, an onsite system will need to be repaired or replaced. When that time comes it is important to address the repair quickly. System failure can lead to environmental and/or public health hazards. A Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) licensed and certified installer can help identify what type of repair is required. If the septic tank, effluent line, or distribution box need to be replaced a Minor Repair permit is required. If the drainfield, sand filter, or treatment unit is failing a Major Repair permit is necessary.

If your system is failing and it is an emergency, immediately contact Lincoln County Planning and Development (541-265-4192) and a licensed professional to expedite the repair process.
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