



New Construction & Installation

Site Evaluation

A complete and approved site evaluation is required for all new onsite wastewater treatment system installations. If a valid site evaluation is not already in the County records, a new site evaluation must be applied for through Lincoln County Department of Planning and Development. If an existing site evaluation for the property exists, County staff can help determine the validity of an existing site evaluation.


System Design
Once a site evaluation report is complete, the next step is to apply for an installation permit based on the type of system approved for the property. Every system type contains a septic tank (primary treatment) and an absorption facility (secondary treatment). Sometimes a standard septic system does not sufficiently mitigate public health and environmental hazards, so an alternative treatment technology (ATT) system is required.


Septic Tank
The first stage in the wastewater treatment process is to collect and separate the liquids from the solids in a septic tank. A standard septic tank uses gravity to distribute liquids to a treatment unit or the absorption facility. A dosing septic tank is a two-compartment tank that serves the same function, but uses an internal pump with float sensors to pump wastewater liquid, called effluent, from the tank.


Absorption Facility

The absorption facility is the last stage of the wastewater treatment process, where liquid is dispersed over media (typically soil) for secondary treatment, filtering, and ground water recharge. In cases where there are space restrictions, close proximity to a water table, or soil complications a capping fill drainfield, pressure distribution drainfield, or bottomless sand filter may be required.
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