
Lincoln County 
Wildfire Readiness

Module 2:                                              
Evacuating with Animals –

Pets and Livestock



2021 – Lincoln County Public Safety Agencies have separated 
our wildfire readiness presentation into 6 separate modules.  
Virtual presentations will be conducted and recorded May –
June and will be posted to the County wildfire readiness 
website for viewing at any time. 

The following slides are intended to be 
used as a self learning guide. The slides 
have links to additional local, 
state, federal resource information.

If you have questions, feel free to reach 
out to any of the agencies represented in 
this presentation.



Module 2:
Evacuating with 
Animals 

https://ebusiness.avma.org/files/productdownloads/STWF_English.pdf


Section Overview
A. Administrative Brief and Sponsors
B. Lincoln County Animal Services
C. Pre-Event Preparedness &                                               

Evacuating with Pets
D. Pre-Event Preparedness &                                               

Evacuating with Large Animals                                                                
and Livestock

E. After a Fire, Animals and Wildfire 
Smoke

F. Additional Resources
G. Questions



Section A:
Administrative Brief and 
Sponsors



911

Wildfire 
Advocates

Local government, public safety, 
utilities, healthcare providers and 

volunteer groups have an advocacy 
role to ensure their agencies and our 
communities are prepared for, know 
how to respond to and recover from 

wildfire events.



Community 
Presentation Sponsors

https://www.cityoftoledo.org/fire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.siletzvalleyfire.com/
http://www.yrfpd.org/
https://www.sealrockfire.com/
https://www.newportoregon.gov/dept/nfd/
http://www.nlfr.org/
http://www.centralcoastfire.net/
http://www.depoebayfire.com/
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/pages/index.aspx
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/hhs/page/public-health
https://www.redcross.org/?cn=generic&cid=generic&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4JOC6-Oc4wIVka_sCh0rnwe0EAAYASAAEgI2BfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


Our objective!

Strengthening your knowledge of our 
local wildfire risk and  your role in 

preparedness, response and recovery.



Section B:
Lincoln County Animal 
Services



Lincoln County Animal Services
• Division of Sheriff’s Office and 

works in partnership with 
Emergency Management

• Six staff at Lincoln County Animal 
Shelter

• Three Animal Services Deputies 
dispatched through Patrol

• Trailer
• 40 emergency kennels
• Pet supplies
• Transport partnerships
• MOUs with ASPCA & Code 3
• May utilize county commons when 

available
• Assist community planning groups

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/animalshelter
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/animalshelter


Section C:
Pre-Event Preparedness &                                               
Evacuating with Pets



Saving the Whole Family

https://ebusiness.avma.org/files/productdownloads/STWF_English.pdf
https://ebusiness.avma.org/files/productdownloads/STWF_Spanish.pdf


Video – Saving the Whole 
Family: Disaster Prep and Your 
Pets

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9NRJkFKAm4


Prepare
• It is important for your pet to have a 

collar, id, and microchip with 
current registration. Licensing your 
pet helps us reunite you and your 
furry family member. Include 
emergency contacts when licensing 
and on microchip registrations.
Keep a high picture of your pet with 
you to help prove your ownership.

• Make sure your animals are altered 
and up-to-date on 
vaccinations. Keep copies of all of 
your records and an extra supply of 
medications.

• Be prepared to shelter with your 
pets for extended period of time.

• Socialize your pet with lots of 
people and animals.

• Make a plan. American Red Cross 
shelters do not allow pets, except 
certified service dogs. Check if friends 
or family will let you stay with your 
pets. Look for pet-friendly hotels (and 
many waive no-pet policies during 
disasters).

• Also, make a plan about who will care 
for your pets in case disaster strikes 
when you are not home, provide 
permission to have a vet treat your 
animals.

• Familiarize pets with carriers

• Have a hide-a-key for access to your 
house for friends, neighbors, or first 
responders

• Practice!





Disaster Kits for Dogs & Cats 
• Pet carrier for each pet – keep 

transport and longer term 
care in mind

• Two-week supply of food and 
water stored in airtight, 
waterproof containers. Rotate 
every two months.

• Pet first-aid kit
• Medication records and 

dosing instructions

• Car litter box and litter
• Plastic bags for waste disposal
• Paper towels
• Disinfectants
• Leashes/collars/harnesses
• Muzzle
• Blankets
• Toys and treats
• Newspaper or pee pads



Pet First Aid

https://www.avma.org/resources/pet-owners/emergencycare/first-aid-tips-pet-owners


Special Considerations for 
Birds

• Birds should be transported in a secure travel cage 
or carrier.

• In cold weather, make certain you have a blanket 
over your pet’s cage. This may also help reduce the 
stress of traveling.

• In warm weather, carry a spray bottle to periodically 
moisten your bird’s feathers.

• Have recent photos available, and keep your bird’s 
leg bands on for identification.

• If the carrier does not have a perch, line it for paper 
towels that you can change frequently.

• Keep the carrier in as quiet an area as possible.
• It is particularly imperative that birds eat on a daily 

basis, so purchase a timed feeder. If you need to 
leave your bird unexpectedly, the feeder will ensure 
his daily feeding schedule.

• Items to keep on hand: Catch net, heavy towel, 
blanket or sheet to cover cage, cage liner.



Special Considerations for 
Reptiles

• A snake may be transported 
in a pillowcase, but you 
should have permanent and 
secure housing for him when 
you reach a safe place.

• Take a sturdy bowl that is 
large for your pet to soak in. 
It’s also a good idea to bring 
along a heating pad or other 
warming device, such as a 
hot water bottle.

• Baby food and canned 
vegetables can be used if 
fresh produce is not 
available.



Special Considerations for 
Small Animals
• Small animals, such as 

hamsters, gerbils, mice and 
guinea pigs, should be 
transported in secure 
carriers with bedding 
materials, food and food 
bowls.

• Items to keep on hand: Salt 
lick, extra water bottle, 
small hidebox or tube, a 
week’s worth of bedding.



Evacuating with Household Pets
• Confine all animals for transport/cover carriers 

with large towels or sheets
• Load stored emergency gear and animals
• Turn off electricity, water main, and/or gas
• Lock up and get out

If you have no other choice but to leave animals 
behind:

• Confine outside animals in an accessible safe 
area – never chained

• Use a room with no windows and adequate 
ventilation, such as a utility room, garage, 
bathroom, or other area that can be easily 
cleaned. Do not tie pets up!

• Leave only dry foods and fresh water in non-spill 
containers. If possible, open a faucet to let water 
drip into a large container or partially fill a 
bathtub with water.

• Hide-a-key for responders

https://ebusiness.avma.org/files/productdownloads/STWF_English.pdf


Section D:
Pre-Event Preparedness &                                               
Evacuating with Large Animals 
and Livestock 



Barn Safety

Good barn and field maintenance 
can reduce fire danger for horses 
and other livestock. Make sure 
barns and other structures are 
stable, promptly remove dead trees, 
clear away brush, and maintain a 
defensible space around structures.

Paint handles with reflective paint.

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/BarnSafetyChecklist.pdf


Livestock Preparedness Kit
• Hay, feed and water for three days
• Non-nylon leads and halters 

(beware of blankets)
• Animal ID
• First aid items
• Wire cutters and a sharp knife
• Hoof pick
• Leg wraps
• Shovel
• Water buckets
• Plastic trash barrel with a lid
• Portable radio and extra batteries
• Flashlights
• Post phone tree and numbers for veterinarians



Evacuating – Livestock Animals
Know where you would evacuate the 

animals--have multiple options. 
• Make arrangements with neighbors to 

share trailers if needed.  
• Make sure your horse is used to wearing a 

halter and socialized with people, and 
practice evacuating

• Have vaccination/medical records, 
registration papers and photographs of 
your animals (proof of ownership) and your 
Disaster Preparedness Kit.

• Shut gates and barn door to prevent 
reentry.

• If you must leave your animals, leave them 
in a preselected, cleared area. Leave 
enough hay for 48 to 72 hours. Do not rely 
on automatic watering systems - power 
may be lost.

Video – Large
Animal 

Emergency 
Rescue

https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/pdf/farmers-and-ranchers.pdf
https://www.oregonhorsecouncil.com/tech-large-animal-emergency-rescue-overview-video/
https://www.oregonhorsecouncil.com/tech-large-animal-emergency-rescue-overview-video/


Section E:
After a Disaster,
Wildfire Smoke & Animals

https://www.avma.org/resources/pet-owners/emergencycare/wildfire-smoke-and-animals


After a Disaster

• Scent posts and landmarks 
have changed. Keep your pet 
leashed until he or she has  
re-acclimated.

• Be mindful of downed power 
lines and environmental 
hazards.

• Standing water will produce 
increased generations of 
fleas, mosquitoes, ticks, 
heartworms and intestinal 
parasites. Increased vet care 
is advised.

• Be very careful when approaching 
strange animals. Even the friendly 
dog next door may be aggressive due 
to trauma, injury, a change in 
territorial boundaries, etc.

• If you encounter a dead companion 
animal, help the owner by taking 
pictures, documenting ID and/or 
collar and noting any marks or 
tattoos, and report to Animal 
Services.

• Wild animals will be displaced. Let 
them pass through as they search for 
safety.



Wildfire Smoke and Animals
• As irritating as smoke can be to people, it can cause health problems for animals as 

well. Smoke from wildfires and other large blazes affects pets, horses, livestock and 
wildlife. If you can see or feel the effects of smoke yourself, you also should take 
precautions to keep your animals – both pets and livestock – safe.

• Animals with cardiovascular or respiratory disease are especially at risk from smoke 
and should be closely watched during all periods of poor air quality. Look for the 
following signs of possible smoke or dust irritation in animals. If any of your animals 
are experiencing any of these signs, please consult your veterinarian.
• Coughing or gagging
• Difficulty breathing, including open mouth breathing and increased noise when 

breathing
• Eye irritation and excessive watering
• Inflammation of throat or mouth
• Nasal discharge
• Asthma-like symptoms
• Increased breathing rate
• Fatigue or weakness
• Disorientation or stumbling
• Reduced appetite and/or thirst



Wildfire Smoke and Animals
Tips to protect pets

• Keep pets indoors as much as possible, and keep your windows 
shut.

• Birds are particularly susceptible and should not be allowed 
outside when smoke or particulate matter are present.

• Let dogs and cats outside only for brief bathroom breaks if air 
quality alerts are in effect.

• Avoid intense outdoor exercise during periods of poor air quality. 
Exercise pets when dust and smoke has settled.



Wildfire Smoke and Animals
Tips to protect livestock

• Limit exercise when smoke is visible. Especially don’t require 
animals to perform activities that substantively increase airflow 
into and out of the lungs.

• Provide plenty of fresh water near feeding areas.
• Limit dust exposure by feeding low-dust or dust-free feeds and 

sprinkling or misting the livestock holding area.
• Plan to give livestock 4 to 6 weeks to recuperate after the air 

quality returns to normal. Attempting to handle, move, or 
transport livestock may delay healing and compromise your 
animals’ performance.

https://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/news/guidelines-horses-exposed-wildfire-smoke



Helping Animals Left Behind
• During a wildland fire, 

Animal Services and 
animal rescue 
organizations work with 
law enforcement and fire 
departments to rescue as 
many animals as they can.

• In battling a wildfire, 
firefighters will do what 
they can, but they are not 
responsible for evacuating 
your livestock. Firefighters 
may cut fences or open 
gates to free trapped 
animals.

• Contact Animal Shelter to 
report lost or found animals, 
and animals left behind in the 
evacuation zone (online 
report form). 

• Coordinate with Animal 
Services to volunteer, rescue 
animals

• Join local FaceBook/NextDoor
groups

• Donate to recovery efforts 
through the Animal Shelter or 
veterinarians directly



Section F:
Additional Resources

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/prepare-for-emergencies-pet-owners.pdf


Preparedness Resources
• Lincoln County:

• Lincoln County Animal Shelter
• State:

• Oregon Veterinary Medical Association
• Oregon House Council

• Federal/National:
• Ready.gov Prepare Your Pets for Disasters
• American Veterinary Medical Association Pets and Disasters
• American Red Cross
• Wildland Fire Preparedness for Farmers and Ranchers
• Humane Society of the US:

• Disaster Preparedness for Farm Animals
• Pet Disaster Preparedness

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/animalshelter
https://www.oregonvma.org/care-health/disaster-preparedness/disaster-preparedness-pet-owners
https://www.oregonhorsecouncil.com/
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/animalshelter
https://www.avma.org/resources/pet-owners/emergencycare/pets-and-disasters
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/pet-disaster-preparedness.html
https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/pdf/farmers-and-ranchers.pdf


Video - Preparing Makes Sense 
for Pet Owners (Ready.Gov)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUbSF_S20bE


Section F:

Questions
Contact Information 

Virginia "Jenny" Demaris
Emergency Manager
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office
(541) 265-4199
vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
County EM Website

Laura Ireland
Animal Shelter Director
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office
(541) 265-0725
lireland@co.lincoln.or.us
County Animal Shelter Website

mailto:vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule
mailto:vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/animalshelter
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff


Lincoln County 2021 
Public Service Announcement

• Lincoln County Fire Defense Board:
• Chief Robert Murphy, Newport Fire
• Chief Rob Dahlman, North Lincoln Fire

• Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office:
• Sheriff Curtis Landers

Click Here 
to View

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
https://youtu.be/ou4qcG5lt-Q
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