
Lincoln County 
Wildfire Readiness

Module 4: Emergency Notification 
and Evacuations



Lincoln County Public Safety Agencies have organized the  
wildfire readiness information into 8 modules.  A recorded 
version and the presentation slides are available on the 
Lincoln County Emergency Management website for viewing. 

The modules are intended to be 
used as a self learning guide. Each of the
presentation slides have links to
additional local, state, federal 
resource information.

If you have questions, feel free to reach 
out to any of the agencies represented
in this presentation.

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentations


8 Wildfire Readiness Modules
• 1 – Financial and Business Preparedness
• 2 – Animal Preparedness
• 3 – Property Protection by Understanding Wildfire Risk
• 4 – Emergency Notifications and Evacuations
• 5 – Sheltering with the American Red Cross and Medically 

Fragile Persons
• 6 – Air Quality Considerations and Access and Functional 

Needs Persons Preparedness
• 7 – Local Fire District Restrictions-Precautions
• 8 – Wildfire Cautionary Re-Entry

• Available on County Website on Wildfire Readiness Page

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Module 4:
Emergency Notifications and 
Evacuations

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire


Section Overview
A. Administrative Brief and Sponsors
B. Emergency Notifications & How to Stay Informed
C. Oregon Evacuation Levels (1-3)
D. Pre-Evacuation Steps & Resources
E. What to Expect - When You Receive the Call
F. What to Expect – Door to Door Notifications
G. Where Do You Evacuate To 
H. Cautionary Re-Entry to the Affected Area
I. Additional Resources
J. Questions



Section A:
Administrative Brief and 
Sponsors



911

Wildfire 
Advocates

Local government, public safety, 
utilities, healthcare providers and 

volunteer groups have an advocacy 
role to ensure their agencies and our 
communities are prepared for, know 
how to respond to and recover from 

wildfire events.



Community 
Presentation Sponsors

https://www.cityoftoledo.org/fire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.siletzvalleyfire.com/
http://www.yrfpd.org/
https://www.sealrockfire.com/
https://www.newportoregon.gov/dept/nfd/
http://www.nlfr.org/
http://www.centralcoastfire.net/
http://www.depoebayfire.com/
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/hhs/page/public-health
https://www.redcross.org/?cn=generic&cid=generic&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4JOC6-Oc4wIVka_sCh0rnwe0EAAYASAAEgI2BfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


Our objective!

Strengthening your knowledge of our 
local wildfire risk and  your role in 

preparedness, response and recovery.



Section B:
Emergency Notifications & 
How to Stay Informed



Emergency Notifications
• Lincoln Alerts:

• Landline & mobile 
numbers 
(residential/business)

• Opt in profiles (landline, 
mobile, text, email)

• Keywords (text 
messages for community 
information)

• Social Media (Sheriff 
Twitter and Facebook)

• WEA-Wireless 
Emergency Alerts 
(mobile text for large 
geographical area)

• Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) 
• Local Public Radio 

Broadcaster Messages
• Flash Alert 

• Media Releases 
• NOAA Weather Alert 

Radios 
• Weather Alerts and Fire 

Weather/Red Flag 
Warnings

**All services are utility 
dependent (power-internet)

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/alerts
https://www.fcc.gov/emergency-alert-system
https://www.flashalert.net/id/LCSO
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/


Lincoln Alerts –
Sign Up User Guides

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/lincoln_alerts_-_how_to_sign_up_-_public_user_guide.pdf


Lincoln Alerts – Mobile App
• Mobile app for Lincoln 

Alerts (powered by 
Everbridge)
• Users can receive and save 

notifications on their 
phones via the app 
(lengthier than text 
version messages)

• Users can provide 
information back to Public 
Safety Officials

• Receive alerts for other 
areas in Oregon when 
travel outside of Lincoln 
County

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/lincoln_alerts_-_everbridge_app_-_receiver_public_user_guide.pdf


https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/lincoln_alerts_wellness_check_flyer_spanish.pdf
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/lincoln_alerts_wellness_check_flyer_english.pdf


Lincoln 
Alerts 

Annual 
System Test



During the Emergency – How 
to Stay Informed?
• Website Updates – Lincoln County - Active 

Wildfires – Lincoln County
• Emails – to Lincoln Alerts Profiles 
• Monitor Lincoln Alerts Message Portal page
• Monitor local Media partners – radio and digital 

platforms
• Monitor Sheriff’s Office media releases at Flash 

Alert
• Monitor NOAA Weather Alert Radios for Weather 

updates
• Translation services available on all County 

Website pages and Flash Alert for media releases.

Save these 
webpages in 
your mobile 

device!

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/active-wildfires-lincoln-county
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-alerts-emergency-notifications-and-community-information
https://member.everbridge.net/892807736721689/notif
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/media-partners-lincoln-county
https://www.flashalert.net/id/LCSO
https://www.weather.gov/nwr/


Section C:
Oregon Evacuation Levels

LEVEL 3: “GO” Evacuate NOW

LEVEL 2: “BE SET” to evacuate

LEVEL 1: “BE READY” for potential evacuation

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/emergency-mgmt-reference-documents


Oregon 
Evacuation 

Levels
3 all hazard levels; 
primarily used for 
wildfire response

• Level 1 – Be Ready
• Level 2 – Be Set
• Level 3 – Go Now 

Modeled after the 
Ready, Set, Go 
Program

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/emergency-mgmt-reference-documents
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/ready_set_go_evacuation_levels_-_lincoln_county.pdf


Section D:
Pre-Evacuation 
Steps & 
Resources

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/


Preparing Your Home
Click this link to go to our 
presentation on Preparing 
Your Home for Wildfires –

Module 3, Section E

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Preparing 
Your Family
• Sign-up for emergency 

notifications
• Create Family Disaster 

Plan
• Communications Plan
• Evacuation Route(s)
• Where to evacuate to

• Know how to:
• Use your fire 

extinguisher
• Shut off utilities

• Have Go Kits Ready
• Practice evacuating the 

whole family (pets too)

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-alerts-emergency-notifications-and-community-information
https://www.ready.gov/collection/family-communication-plan
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Safety-equipment/Fire-extinguishers
https://www.ready.gov/safety-skills
https://www.ready.gov/kit
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Preparing Households with 
Special Needs Family Members

Click this link to go to our 
presentation Access and 

Functional Needs 
presentation.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Preparing Animals 
(Pets/Livestock)

Click this link to go to our 
presentation on animal 

preparedness.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Planning for Power Outages
• Power outages may 

occur before and during 
the threat of a wildfire. 

• It’s important to be 
prepared and know what 
actions to take when 
leaving your home. 

• Along with the pre-
evacuation preparation 
steps, these are a few 
ways to be ready in case 
of a power outage during 
these critical times.

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/pre-evacuation-preparation-steps/
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/power-outage_information-sheet.pdf


Planning for Power Outages
• Lincoln County Public 

Safety Power Shut 
Off’s (PSPS)

• CALOES –
Preparedness Tips

• Local Utility Providers
• Central Lincoln PUD
• Pacific Power
• Consumers Power

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/public-safety-power-shut
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/power-outage-information/
http://clpud.org/storm-and-disaster-preparedness/
https://www.pacificpower.net/ed.html
https://www.cpi.coop/safety/
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/power-outage_information-sheet.pdf


Financial Readiness and 
Business Preparedness

Click this link to go to our 
presentation on Financial 
Readiness and Business 

Readiness.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


HELP/OK 
SIGNS

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/announcement_-_help-ok_community_emergency_assistance_signs.pdf
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/announcement_-_help-ok_community_emergency_assistance_signs.pdf
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/announcement_-_help-ok_community_emergency_assistance_signs.pdf


Call Center: 
Resources/
Information

“Local people 
answering local calls during 
an emergency.” 
~ County Emergency Mgmt.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-county-emergency-public-information-call-center


Section E:
What to Expect When You 
Receive the Call…to evacuate

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/alerts


Evacuations…what to know!
• Wildfire evacuation decisions are based on 

fire behavior, weather conditions and 
available public safety resources.

• Notifications to evacuate:
• Do not always start with a pre notice or a 

Level 1 – Be Ready. 
• Depending on the fire behavior and threat 

your first warning may be a Level 3 GO 
NOW emergency notification phone call.

• The notice may start as a Level 1 and then 
upgrade to a Level 3.

• Public Safety Officials will do door-to-door 
notifications for Level 3-Go Now but if you 
receive our Lincoln Alerts phone call 
notice do not delay to leave.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/active-wildfires-lincoln-county


Evacuations…things to consider!
• Are you at home or near by now?
• What if you are too far away to go back to your home?
• How much time will it take you to safely pack up your 

essential items, your family and pets then leave.
• Practice how long it will take you to prepare your household to 

evacuate. 
• Focus on improving those steps to be ready to go at a moments 

notice.

• Will you need assistance in evacuating? Some community 
members may not have transportation and will need to rely on 
friends, family, neighbors or request assistance – County Call 
Center. 

• Can you assist your neighbors? They may need help to leave 
or check to see if they too received the notice?



If time allows…
• Back your car into the driveway, loaded with your items, keep 

doors and windows closed, keep a set of keys with you and the 
extra set in the car.

• Check on neighbors and make sure they are preparing to leave.
• Close doors/windows 
• Shut off venting units (air conditioning)
• Combustible/Flammable Materials - move away from your 

home/buildings – includes BBQ appliances/tanks.
• Water/Hoses – leave hoses connected, extra buckets of water 

around the house. City/Water Districts - don’t leave sprinklers on 
or water running, this can affect critical water pressure for 
firefighting.

• Lighting - Leave exterior lights on for visibility for Firefighters
• Ladders - Leave ladders available, against edge of house for 

Firefighters to quickly access your roof.



Evacuations…where will you go?
• Evacuee’s, if able to do so, are encouraged to try and stay with 

family and friends away from the hazard area until sheltering 
services are established, or it is safe to return home.

• Sheltering Services Requested by Public Safety:
• American Red Cross Community Shelter - 3-6 hours to set-up full 

services
• Public Health Medical Fragile Shelters - 3-6 hours to set-up services 

for those who require assistance but do not need to go to a hospital 
facility

• Animal Shelters – 2-6 hours to set-up services for pets and livestock

• Until shelters have been established Evacuee’s will be referred to:
• Temporary Evacuation Point(s) (large parking lot area) or to 



Level 1 – Be Ready REVIEW
• Be aware of changing conditions and monitor for updated information.

• Begin precautionary evacuation steps for:
• Persons with special needs
• Pets, livestock 
• Mobile equipment (vehicles, RV’s, campers)

• If time allows, check on neighbors and begin preparing your house/property 
for evacuation.

• If away from home, nearby, you may be able to go back and make 
preparations  - traffic congestion may be a challenge. Call 
family/friends/neighbors or County Call Center if you have family, pets/livestock that 
will need assistance evacuating

• Need Assistance? Contact the Call Center 541-265-0621 (save this number in 
your contacts)

• If conditions worsen, public safety will issue an upgrade to a level 2 or 3 for 
this area. **You may go from a Level 1 directly to a Level 3.



Level 2 – Be Set REVIEW
• Be aware of changing conditions and monitor for updated information.

• You must be prepared to leave at a moment’s notice
• Significant danger near your area
• Households with special needs, pets, livestock should evacuate now

• If time allows, check on neighbors.

• If away from home, nearby, you may not be able to go back to your home 
due to traffic congestion. Call family/friends/neighbors or County Call 
Center if you have family, pets/livestock that will need assistance 
evacuating

• Need Assistance? Contact the Call Center 541-265-0621 (save this number in 
your contacts)

• If conditions worsen, public safety will issue an upgrade to a level 3 and will 
make every attempt to return to this location to do door-to-door 
notifications for Level 3 notice. 



Level 3 – Go Now REVIEW
• Be aware of changing conditions and monitor for updated 

information.

• You must leave immediately when a Level 3 is issued! 
• Danger in your area is current or imminent.
• DO NOT delay leaving to gather any belongings or make efforts to 

protect your home.

• If away from home, you will not be able to go back into the level 3 
area. If you have family still at home who are unable to evacuate 
themselves call the non-emergency Dispatch # for your area or 911.

• Need Assistance? Contact 911 if you need help evacuating yourself 
or special needs persons.

• If you choose to ignore this notice public safety officials may not be 
available to assist you further, this may be the last notice you receive 
until the notice is cancelled or downgraded.



Evacuations…Need Assistance?
• If you need help and/or are 

unable to evacuate yourself, 
family, pets or livestock:

• For Level 1 or 2’s
• Try family, friends, neighbors
• Call the County Call Center

• For Level 3’s
• Call the Call Center or 
• 911 if immediate safety threat

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-county-emergency-public-information-call-center


Section F:
What to Expect When Public 
Safety Knocks on Your Door



Door to Door Notifications
• Notifications will be conducted by Public Safety 

Officials - Law Enforcement/Fire Personnel
• Follow provided instructions, time is of the 

essence, you will be given a written notification 
for your evacuation level



Example 
Emergency 
Evacuation 

Notice

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/lincoln_co_-_evacuation_door_notice_sign.pdf
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/notice_-_evacuation_-_door_sign_-_spanish.pdf


Need 
Assistance?

• Level 1 or 2 – you will be directed to contact family, friends, 
neighbors first then contact the Call Center to coordinate 
evacuation assistance.

• Level 3 - depending on your needs they may assist you with 
evacuating or they may direct you to other resources, through 
911 Dispatch, such as medical transport.



Help Us Identify Those in Need

• Public Safety will check on each house/structure
• Use your Help/Ok signs to communicate to public 

safety officials those households who need 
assistance first



Evacuation Tracking 

• Information 
collection during 
door-to-door 
evacuation notices

• Public Safety may 
not be able to 
return to a Level 3 
area after 
notification has 
been given

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/hazards-wildfire


What if I become trapped?
• Stay calm; call 911 and give them your location.
• If you are in your vehicle:

• Park your vehicle in an area clear of vegetation.
• Close all vehicle windows and vents.
• Cover yourself with wool blanket or jacket.
• Lie on vehicle floor.

• If you are on foot:
• Go to an area clear of vegetation, a ditch or depression on level 

ground if possible.
• Lie face down, cover up your body.

• If you are at your home or in a building:
• Keep your family together.
• Fill sinks and tubs with cold water.
• Keep doors and windows closed but unlocked.
• Shelter inside your home, away from outside walls and windows with 

a view to monitor progression of the fire if possible.

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/go-evacuation-guide/what-to-do-if-trapped/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Example Public 
Evacuation 

Maps

3 - GO NOW

2 - BE SET

1 – BE READY

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire


Section G:
How and Where Do You 
Evacuate To



Where do you go when you 
evacuate?

• Temporary Evacuation Point (TEP) (parking lot)
• Receiving Facility – temporary location to gather until shelters are 

set-up
• Friend or Family Members Home (outside evacuation area)

• Motel/Hotel
• Campground
• Shelters when set-up:

• American Red Cross
• Community
• Medically Fragile 



Sheltering
Click this link to go 
to our presentation 

on Sheltering.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Section H:
Cautionary Re-Entry

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/


Cautionary Re-Entry and 
Returning Home

Click this link to go to our 
presentation on 

Cautionary Re-entry.

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentations


Cautionary 
Re-Entry
• Only those with listed 

residential or business 
addresses will be allowed 
back in.

• Hazardous material 
conditions may exist.

• Protection of valuables 
and safety of residents 
and responders.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/notice_-_re-entry_-_digital.pdf


Returning Home Resource

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Video – Returning Home After 
Wildfire

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/


Section I:
Additional Resources

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire


Additional Resources: Lincoln Co.
• Lincoln Alerts
• Seasonal - Wildfire Readiness Information
• Active Wildfires – Lincoln County
• Current Conditions (all weather conditions)
• When to Call 911 and Public Safety Agency Contact Info

• Review the videos of our local readiness presentations:
• Module 1 – Financial and Business Preparedness
• Module 2 – Animal Preparedness
• Module 3 – Property Protection by Understanding Wildfire Risk
• Module 4 – Emergency Notifications and Evacuations
• Module 5 – Sheltering with the American Red Cross and Medically 

Fragile Persons
• Module 6 – Air Quality Considerations and Access and Functional 

Needs Persons Preparedness

One of the 
most 

valuable 
preparedness 

sessions to 
watch

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-alerts-emergency-notifications-and-community-information
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/active-wildfires-lincoln-county
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/current-conditions-alerts-and-warnings
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/when_to_call_911_-_lincoln_county.pdf
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule


Additional Resources
• State – Oregon:

• Keep Oregon Green
• Oregon State University Extension Service - Wildfire Wednesdays
• Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office – Wildland Urban Interface
• Oregon Department of Forestry – Fire Prevention
• Oregon Health Authority – Prepare for Wildfire/Reducing Health 

Effects of Wildfire Smoke
• Oregon Emergency Management – Oregon Wildfire Response

• State – California:
• Ready for Wildfire

• Federal/National:
• Ready.Gov
• National Fire Protection Agency:

• Fire Wise Community
• Wildfire Community Preparedness Day

• Ready, Set, Go Program
• American Red Cross
• Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety

• Wildfire Home Assessment & Checklist

https://keeporegongreen.org/prevent-wildfires/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/events/fire-aware-fire-prepared-wildfire-wednesdays
https://www.oregon.gov/osp/programs/sfm/Pages/Wildland-Urban-Interface.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/pages/fireprevention.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/Preparedness/Prepare/Pages/PrepareForWildfire.aspx
https://wildfire.oregon.gov/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/prepare-for-emergencies-pet-owners.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/National-Wildfire-Community-Preparedness-Day
https://www.wildlandfirersg.org/s/?language=en_US
https://www.redcross.org/
https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/wildfire-checklist_ibhs.pdf?sfvrsn=5bdedd0d_0


Video: Community Fire Review
• Review of a California community, Truckee, that experienced a 

catastrophic fire in 2017 – 12-minute video. 
• Truckee Fire Training Video – 2017, scroll down past the news 

story to the actual training video

https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2019/07/02/truckee-police-evacuation-camp-fire-lessons/


Section H:

Questions

Contact Information 
Virginia "Jenny" Demaris
Emergency Manager
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office
(541) 265-4199
vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
County EM Website

tel:(541)%20265-4199
mailto:vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
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