
Lincoln County 
Wildfire Readiness

Module 8: Wildfire Response -
Cautionary Re-Entry



2021 – Lincoln County Public Safety Agencies have separated 
our wildfire readiness presentation into 8 individual modules.  
Virtual presentations will be conducted and recorded May –
June and will be posted to the County wildfire readiness 
website for viewing at any time. 

The following slides are intended to be 
used as a self learning guide. The slides 
have links to additional local, 
state, federal resource information.

If you have questions, feel free to reach 
out to any of the agencies represented in 
this presentation.



Module 8:
Wildfire Response –
Cautionary Re-Entry



Section Overview
A. Administrative Brief and Sponsors
B. Cautionary Re-Entry – What to Expect
C. Returning Home Precautions - After A 

Wildfire 
D. Damage Assessment/Clean-Up
E. Flood Risk After Fire
F. Coping with Disaster or Traumatic Event
G. Additional Resources
H. Questions



Section A:
Administrative Brief and 
Sponsors



911

Wildfire 
Advocates

Local government, public safety, 
utilities, healthcare providers and 

volunteer groups have an advocacy 
role to ensure their agencies and our 
communities are prepared for, know 
how to respond to and recover from 

wildfire events.



Community 
Presentation Sponsors

https://www.cityoftoledo.org/fire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.siletzvalleyfire.com/
http://www.yrfpd.org/
https://www.sealrockfire.com/
https://www.newportoregon.gov/dept/nfd/
http://www.nlfr.org/
http://www.centralcoastfire.net/
http://www.depoebayfire.com/
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/pages/index.aspx
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/hhs/page/public-health
https://www.redcross.org/?cn=generic&cid=generic&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4JOC6-Oc4wIVka_sCh0rnwe0EAAYASAAEgI2BfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


Our objective!

Strengthening your knowledge of our 
local wildfire risk and  your role in 

preparedness, response and recovery.



Section B:

Cautionary 
Re-Entry –
What to 
Expect?

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa_46.pdf


What’s Happening Behind The 
Roadblock?

• Security Protection: Local Law Enforcement securing the burn 
area to restrict access for safety and security

• Animal Services: Working to identify remaining animals that 
need to be evacuated for medical treatment and/or shelter in 
place resources for food and water until Survivors can return

• Damage Assessments: Critical to access federal resources 
(FEMA Funding) for Survivors and safety for those returning

• Utility Restoration:  Providers working to mitigate further 
damage, clearing of roads, decreasing hazards so Survivors can 
return to their properties

• Cautionary Re-Entry Planning: Establishing process to allow 
Survivors to return separately from the general public



What to Expect?
• Categories of Returning Survivors – Those With:

• Destroyed homes/businesses/structures (properties)
• Damaged properties – homes uninhabitable
• Affected but habitable
• No damage but in the burn scar area

• You may not know which category of Survivor you are until you 
return home

• Do not attempt to return to your property until Public Safety 
Officials give the go ahead

• It may take several days or even weeks until you are able to access 
your property again

• Small neighborhood areas may be allowed back at different 
intervals – one neighborhood today another tomorrow

• You may only be allowed access to your property for a few hours at 
a time until all roads and utility hazards have been cleared



What to Expect? 
- Staying Informed!
• Notification of Cautionary Re-Entry

• Emergency Notification Systems – communications to affected area 
of cautionary re-entry plans (validate your email is in your 
notification opt-in profile so you can receive full details)

• Website - County Emergency Management primary
• Call Center – will have up to date information for Survivors 
• Social Media – It is likely a new Facebook page will be created 

specific to this fire 
• Local Media – will be kept informed of updates and requested to 

share information frequently on public sites/radios



What to Expect?
- Physical Environment
• Unstable or affected driveways, culverts, bridges, hillsides
• Limited or no power service

• If home survived – expect refrigerator and freezer damage due to 
lack of power

• Damaged septic tanks
• Damaged water systems or connections to public/private 

water systems
• Vulnerable or high-risk trees – could greatly limit access to 

your home, structures or property in general
• Continued smoldering of tree’s buildings or underground hot 

spots
• Poor air quality due to lingering smokey conditions
• Hazardous or toxic residue due to mixture of burned items



What to Expect?
- Shock and Stress Reactions
• Emotional disbelief by surrounding communities that this fire 

has occurred in their area
• Inundation by members of the public wanting to “see” the 

affects of the fire
• Public Safety Officials will try to limit access to the area as long 

as possible to allow Survivor's time to acknowledge how they 
have been affected, assess the status of their property, retrieve 
deceased pets/livestock

• The emotional toll to the Survivors will be in different phases 
based on their level of damage, impact and others they know 
who are affected. It will be challenging for Survivors to isolate 
themselves from the public at large – many mean well and 
want to help but it will be an overwhelming emotional 
response.



Video: Returning Home After 
Wildfire

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Section C:

Returning Home 
Precautions - After A 
Wildfire

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/


Cautionary 
Re-Entry
• Only those with listed 

residential or business 
addresses will be allowed 
back in.

• Protection of valuables 
and safety of residents 
and responders.

• Hazardous material 
conditions may exist.

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/notice_-_re-entry_-_digital.pdf


Returning Home Resource

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Driving To Your 
Property

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Check For Fire 
Damage

• Avoid hot ash, charred trees, smoldering 
debris, and live embers. 

• The ground may contain heat pockets that 
can burn you or spark another fire. 

• Use appropriate masks or respirators while 
touring the area.

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Utilities Check

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Assessment Inside 
the Home & 

Continued Caution

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/What-To-Do-If-Trapped/


Red Cross

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/fire/checking-home-after-fire.html
https://www.redcross.org/?cn=generic&cid=generic&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4JOC6-Oc4wIVka_sCh0rnwe0EAAYASAAEgI2BfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


Section D:

Damage 
Assessment 
and Clean Up

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/cleanup/cleanup-debris-after-disaster.html


Damage Assessment, Assistance

• Document property damage with photographs. 
• Conduct an inventory and contact your insurance company 

for directions on how to report your losses.
• Participate in local damage assessment process – they are 

working to obtain Federal declaration status to access 
FEMA financial assistance for Survivors.

From Oregon Department of Financial Regulation – Consumer and Business Services
• If you file a claim with your insurance company, your insurer may require a damage inspection before you start repairs. 

Try to prevent further damage or theft by making temporary repairs, save receipts for temporary work, and check with 
your insurance company before beginning repairs.

• Do not get rid of anything that is damaged until your insurance company has seen it and said you can toss it out.
• One of the most daunting tasks of the claim process can be filling out an inventory of your damaged personal items. 

Your insurance company needs this to document the personal property that is damaged or destroyed. Take your time; 
you do not need to give every item to your adjuster at once. Just make sure to ask how long you have to submit your 
list.
• Prepare a list that includes the item, the age, the approximate original cost, and the approximate replacement 

cost.
• Do not dispose of the damaged items until your adjuster can view them. Take photos of the damaged items 

yourself.

https://dfr.oregon.gov/insure/home/storm/Pages/wildfires.aspx


Red Cross

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/fire/cleaning-up-after-fire.html
https://www.redcross.org/?cn=generic&cid=generic&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4JOC6-Oc4wIVka_sCh0rnwe0EAAYASAAEgI2BfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


Cleaning Up After A Fire
• Personal Safety is a priority when beginning the clean up 

process. The area is considered a hazardous site especially if 
there if the property/structures were burned. There could be 
hazardous ash and heavy metals present in the burn materials.

• When cleaning, wear protective clothing, including a long-
sleeved shirt, long pants, work gloves, appropriate cloth face 
coverings or masks, and sturdy thick-soled shoes during clean-
up efforts.

• Use appropriate masks or respirators.

• When cleaning up ash, use a respirator to limit your exposure 
and wet debris to minimize breathing dust particles  



Cleaning Up After A Fire
• People with asthma and/or 

other lung conditions 
should take precautions in 
areas with poor air quality, 
as it can worsen symptoms. 
Children should not help 
with clean-up efforts.

• Pay attention to any health 
symptoms if you or your 
children have asthma, 
COPD, heart disease, or are 
pregnant. Get to medical 
help if you need it.

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/cleanup/cleanup-debris-after-disaster.html


Section D:

Flood Risk After Fire

https://www.floodsmart.gov/


Burn Scars – Flood Risk

https://www.weather.gov/safety/wildfire-ww


https://www.floodsmart.gov/


Section E:

Coping with a Disaster 
or Traumatic Event

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp


https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp


https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp


Section G:
Additional Resources



Additional Resources
• Lincoln County:

• Lincoln Alerts
• Seasonal - Wildfire Readiness Information
• Active Wildfires – Lincoln County
• Current Conditions (all weather conditions)
• When to Call 911 and Public Safety Agency Contact Info

• State – Oregon:
• Keep Oregon Green
• Oregon State University Extension Service - Wildfire Wednesdays
• Oregon State Fire Marshall’s Office – Wildland Urban Interface
• Oregon Department of Forestry – Fire Prevention
• Oregon Health Authority – Prepare for Wildfire/Reducing Health 

Effects of Wildfire Smoke
• Oregon Emergency Management – Oregon Wildfire Response
• Oregon Department of Financial Regulation – Consumer and 

Business Services – Wildfire Insurance Resources

https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/lincoln-alerts-emergency-notifications-and-community-information
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/seasonal-hazards-wildfire
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/active-wildfires-lincoln-county
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/current-conditions-alerts-and-warnings
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/emergency_management/page/4631/when_to_call_911_-_lincoln_county.pdf
https://keeporegongreen.org/prevent-wildfires/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/events/fire-aware-fire-prepared-wildfire-wednesdays
https://www.oregon.gov/osp/programs/sfm/Pages/Wildland-Urban-Interface.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/pages/fireprevention.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/Preparedness/Prepare/Pages/PrepareForWildfire.aspx
https://wildfire.oregon.gov/
https://dfr.oregon.gov/insure/home/storm/Pages/wildfires.aspx


Additional Resources
• State – California:

• Ready for Wildfire
• Federal/National:

• American Red Cross – Checking Home After Fire
• Center for Disease Control – Coping with Disaster or Traumatic 

Event
• Ready.Gov
• National Fire Protection Agency – Wildfire Community 

Preparedness Day
• FEMA National Flood Insurance – FloodSmart Resources
• US Fire Administration – After the Fire

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/returning-home/
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/fire/checking-home-after-fire.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/prepare-for-emergencies-pet-owners.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/National-Wildfire-Community-Preparedness-Day
https://www.floodsmart.gov/
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa_46.pdf


Section H:

Questions

Contact Information 
Virginia "Jenny" Demaris
Emergency Manager
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office
(541) 265-4199
vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
County EM Website

tel:(541)%20265-4199
mailto:vdemaris@co.lincoln.or.us
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/emergencymanagement/page/wildfire-readiness-presentation-schedule
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff
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