
 

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF 
 Curtis L. Landers 

225 W. Olive Street 

 Newport, Oregon 97365 

Short Term Rental Licensing (541) 265-0675 

www.co.lincoln.or.us/sheriff 
 
 

October 31, 2022 
 
 
Dear Property Owner(s): 
 
Ordinance #523 was adopted by the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners on October 27, 
2021, and it amends Lincoln County Code (Ordinances #487, #490, and #509) Section 4.405 
through 4.460 SHORT TERM RENTAL OF DWELLING UNITS.  I am including a copy for your 
review.  This ordinance is currently in effect and the following changes are of particular 
importance. 
 

1) The County is in the process of establishing seven (7) geographical subarea boundaries 

within the unincorporated areas for the short term rental licensing program.  Within 

each subarea, the County will limit the number of licenses that can be issued in that 

subarea. 

 
2) Failure to renew your current short term rental license within thirty (30) days of 

expiration will result in the automatic revocation of your license.  It is the responsibility 

of the owner to maintain timely renewal of the short term rental license.  If your license 

has expired and you have not submitted a renewal application, you will have 30 days 

from the date of this letter to submit said application before the automatic revocation of 

your license. 

 
3) For those properties with onsite wastewater treatment systems (septic), enclosed is a 

letter from the Lincoln County Department of Planning and Development outlining the 

new requirements adopted by Ordinance #523.   

 
4) Occupancy calculations have been modified.  The maximum occupancy at all times shall 

be limited to (2) two persons per sleeping area plus up to two (2) additional persons.  

Approved sleeping areas may be reduced based on the review of onsite wastewater 

system records maintained by the Lincoln County Onsite Waste Management Division.  

Events, such as weddings, rehearsal dinners, and similar activities that exceed maximum 

occupancy are prohibited. 

 
Please update your websites and advertisements immediately to reflect the new maximum 
occupancy guidelines noted in section (4) of this letter.  Our office will begin enforcing 
maximum occupancy adopted by Ordinance #523 on May 1, 2023, in an effort to allow you to 
honor upcoming reservations. 
 
 
 



 
 
If you have additional questions regarding how this ordinance impacts the short term rental 
program, please contact the Sheriff’s Office at sheriffstrlicensing@co.lincoln.or.us or 541-265-
0675. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curtis L. Landers, Sheriff 
 

 
Lisa Combs, Support Services Director 
 
Copy to:    Property Management Companies 
 

Enclosure: Ordinance #523 
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October 31, 2022 
 
 

RE: Ordinance #523, Short Term Rental of Dwelling Units 
 
Dear Owner(s): 
 
The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners adopted ordinance #523, on October 27, 
2021, to address necessary changes to the code relating to subsurface sewage regulation 
and oversight of Short-Term Rental (STR) licensees. 
 
Below are requirements from the ordinance: 
 

• Each owner shall be required to obtain an Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) authorized Existing System Evaluation Report (ESER) from a 
qualified professional who shall evaluate the condition of the system prior to 
licensing the STR.  The specific requirements to perform the ESER and what the 
evaluation must include can be found in the Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR), 
Chapter 340, Division 071, and 077, OAR 340-071-0155. 

 
• ESERs meeting the above said standards and conducted within three years of the 

date of the license application or renewal may be submitted to comply with this 
requirement. 

 
• If the ESER identifies any deficiencies in the system, the owner is required to 

cure the deficiencies within 120 (one hundred twenty) days of the date of the 
ESER.  Failure to cure the deficiencies within the time required will result in 
license revocation. 

 
• The initial ESER for existing STRs is required in accordance with the phasing 

plan development and adopted by the County, but no later than December 31, 
2023. 

 
• After the initial ESER is obtained, the owner shall thereafter be required to 

conduct periodic maintenance of the system, undertaken by a DEQ authorized 
contractor, which at minimum shall include inspection of the system (and as 
needed pumping or repairs) prior to relicensing the unit.  The Onsite Waste 
Division is delegated authority to adopt the periodic maintenance requirements 
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specific to the types of systems in use, including the intervals at which the 
maintenance will be required.  These requirements shall be made available to the 
public, licensees and DEQ authorized contractors.  The required report on 
maintenance shall be provided to the Onsite Waste Division for review in a 
format as developed by the Division.  The report shall be required before the 
owner can relicense the property.   

 
The periodic maintenance requirements are under development by the Lincoln County 
Onsite Waste Division and, upon completion, will be provided to all STR owners. 
 
A complete list of DEQ authorized ESER evaluators can be found on DEQ’s website. 
 
If you have questions, please call 541-265-4192 or email us at: 
lincolncountybldgdiv@co.lincoln.or.us 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Crawford, R.E.H.S. 
On-Site Waste Management Division 
Lincoln County Department of Planning & Development 
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