L R S e T R X
Are you prepared in case of a disaster

here in Lincoln County?

Many Lincoln County offices, departments and employees have specific roles and
responsibilities to carry out in the event of a disaster. While local government prepares to
assist its citizens and visitors in everyday emergencies, a large disaster can overwhelm
our immediate response capability. After an earthquake or tsunami, it may take
several days for state or national help to arrive. People will need to act immediately in
their own workplaces, homes and communities until help can arrive. Lincoln County
recognizes the need to develop emergency plans and tools for our workplaces as well
as in the community at large. One resource to help us is the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) Program. CERT was designed by the Los Angeles City Fire
Department after the 1987 Whittier Narrows Earthquake and adopted by FEMA to
educate people about disaster preparedness. All across the nation, communities are now
setting up CERT Programs to educate people about disaster preparedness. Training is
provided in basic disaster response skills so that trained CERT members can assist others
in their neighborhood or workplace following a large event when professional responders
are not immediately available to help. Lincoln County will be working with local trainers
to schedule CERT training for selected County employee volunteers from different
locations and offices throughout the County system. Our goal is to provide trained
volunteers in each building or service location.

The primary reason for CERT training is to give us the decision-making, organizational,
and practical skills to effectively offer immediate assistance to family members, neighbors
and associates while waiting for help. If you are interested in joining a local CERT you can

contact your local fire department, or to get more information, visit the CERT website at
www.citizencorps.gov/cert.

Here are some sample special needs survival kits you can put together in addition to
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Check out the Lincoln County Emergency Services website at ?
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www.redcross.org/services/disaster
(Click on “Be Prepared”)

In addition to family preparedness and survival kit info, the
Red Cross site includes tips on response and recovery for
businesses of all sizes and suggestions on minimizing
property damage and financial risks. There’s also help for
handling animals and livestock in an emergency. A unique
page on this site explains how to “Shelter-in-Place” in your
home, school, workplace or vehicle if hazardous materials
are released into the atmosphere.

www.oregon.gov/OOHS/OEM/archive/create_family_disaster_plan.shtml
This site is helpful in that it includes instructions for disconnecting utilities such as
electricity, gas and water. Clicking on Library will take you to other websites with

more comprehensive information including disaster recovery and more employee and
family preparedness info.
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